
 
 

2008 First Quarter Residential Beautification Council Award Winner: 
Francine Specht – 706 Avenue I NE 

 
The Beautification Council Residential Award was presented to Ms. Francine 
Specht for the first quarter of 2008 during the City of Winter Haven Commission 
meeting on January 14, 2008.  Ms. Francine Specht has owned and maintained 
this property as her place of residence for 30 years.  The replacement of the 
custom-made windows has been ongoing since the home was purchased, as it is 
a historic structure and every window is a different size.  After the 2004 storms, 
Ms. Specht replaced her roof, soffits, and fascia boards. The remodeling phase 
continued to the landscaping and included the addition of a lighted sidewalk.  Ms. 
Specht replaced the large oak tree and added a crape myrtle.  Many small plants 
and shrubs were also replaced or added.  The grounds now consist of many 
flowering plants.  

 

 
 
Pictured above is Francine Specht. 
 
 
 
 



2008 First Quarter Commercial Beautification Council Award Winner: 
Colonial Bank – 140 E. Central Avenue 

 
The improvement projects on the Colonial Bank building began in 2004.  The 
projects included repainting the entire building, seal-coating and striping the 
parking lot, adding new stepping stones and decorative boulders, and re-
landscaping. The tile roof was painted a terra cotta color to blend in with some of 
the newly designed downtown buildings in the Mediterranean Revival style.  The 
majority of the plants were removed and replaced with 10 trees, 151 shrubs, and 
31 flowers, all of which are native plants.    
 

 
 

 
 





Commercial Beautification Spring Award Winner: 
Spring Haven Retirement Center, Havendale Boulevard 

 
 

 
 
Spring Haven Retirement Center has been a great example of an organization which 
keeps its beautiful landscaping year round. Improvements to the landscape include 
expansion of the garden/flower areas and redesigning the courtyard. Additional 
improvements were made to existing flower beds. Hundreds of native plants were used 
for these projects. It took three months to make these improvements, and the 
organization spent approximately $ 2,100.  Jubert Kerlew and the staff of Spring Haven 
work hard to maintain the beautiful landscape throughout the property. 


